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Tan Ping

Tan Ping, born in 1960 in Chengde, Hebei province, artist,
educator, vice president of Chinese National Academy of Arts.
He lives and works in Beijing.

Tan Ping graduated from the Central Academy of Fine Arts in
1984, studied in Germany in the late 1980s’ and received a
master's degree and a Meisterschule degree. He also was the
honorary doctor of Kingston University, dean of the Design
Institute of China Central Academy of Fine Arts and vice
president of CAFA. He is regarded as the leading figure of
Chinese abstract art, the pioneer of the contemporary Chinese
art design discipline and the promoter of Chinese
experimental art discipline.

In the 40 years’ art practice, Tan Ping has been exploring in
many fields such as painting, printmaking, multimedia, design
and so on, in his continuous changes and his creation full of
tension, many important points of contemporary art were run
through consistently. On bidding farewell to realism for
abstract art, to learning from the west and a retrospective path
to the traditions, there have been two points of origin
consistent in the artistic ideas of Tan Ping; firstly the
reference system emerged from a standpoint in modern and
contemporary western art that reflects on or rethinks the
cultural traditions of China, and secondly taking context of
cultural logics and art history of China' s contemporary art in a
distance from the west to formulate individualized linguistics
and expressions and to establish one' s own methodology. In
the tensions of west versus east and modern versus tradition,
Tan Ping is searching for an entry point of his own through
constant explorations and experiments. Instead of endowing
with too many meanings on the works, he has constantly
aimed at "purification" and "deduction". In the simplistic and
pure styles, he has entered a state of extraordinary
individuality.

Solo Exhibitions

2025 Tan Ping: The Unruly Verge of Flame, Tang
Contemporary Art, Beijing, China
Tan Ping: The Seven Workdays of An Artist,
K * Gallery, Chengdu, China

2024 Back and Forth: The Art of Tan Ping, Rothko
Museum, Daugavpils, Latvia

2023 Tan Ping: Pingo, Ergo Sum, Tang Contemporary
Art, Seoul Space, Seoul, Korea
On Paper-Tan Ping’s Work Exhibition, Can Art,
Beijing, China
Chen Qi & Tan Ping, Taicang Art Museum,
Taicang, China
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2012

2011

2010
2008
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2005

2004

Hou Ying & Tan Ping: Two-Person Exhibition,
Topred Center for Contemporary Art, Xiamen,
China
Ask Again: Tan Ping Painting, Guangdong Museum
of Art, Guangzhou, China

Special Presentation on the 7th anniversary of
Justart Space: Tan Ping Exhibition, Justart Space,
Guangzhou, China

Tan Ping: Internal Cycle, ZIWU Beijing, Beijing,
China

Boundless: Tan Ping Retrospective Exhibition,
Amanda Wei Gallery, “Chatham Maison” Art
Research and Exchange Center, Hong Kong, China
Tan Ping: What is Painting 1984-2021, Tang
Contemporary Art, Beijing, China

2020: Tan Ping Site-specific, Artron Art Center,
Shenzhen, China

Duet: A Tan Ping Retrospective, YUZM, Shanghai,
China

Tan Ping 1993: The Beginning of Two Modules,
Platform China, Beijing, China

Tan Ping, Horsens Museum of Modern Art, Horsens
...... , Yuan Art Museum, Beijing, China

The Certainty of Uncertainly, Leo Gallery, Hong
Kong, China

Drawing: The Art of Tan Ping, Ginkgo Space,
Beijing, China

Tan Ping: Follow My Line, ASU Art Museum,
Tempe, USA

Follow My Line: Tan Ping Solo Exhibition, PIFO
Gallery, Beijing, China

Murmurs, Tan Ping Solo Exhibition, Meilidao
International Art Institution, Beijing, China

A Line: Tan Ping Solo Exhibition, National Art
Museum of China, Beijing, China

Tan Ping Prints Exhibition, German Embassy,
Beijing, China

Tan Ping New Works Exhibition, Yun Gallery,
Beijing, China

Tan Ping at Fifty, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing, China
Tan Ping Works Exhibition, Shenzhen Art Museum,
Shenzhen, China

A Metaphor of the Painful: Tan Ping Works
Exhibition, Today Art Museum, Beijing, China
Tan Ping Prints Exhibition, Studio Rouge, Shanghai,
China

Tan Ping Works Exhibition, National Art Museum
of China, Beijing, China

Tan Ping Prints Exhibition, Gallery Alexander Ochs,
Berlin, Germany
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2003 Tan Ping Works Exhibition, Red Gate Gallery,
Beijing, China

2002 Tan Ping Works Exhibition, Red Gate Gallery,
Beijing, China

2000 Tan Ping Prints Exhibition, Berlin Art Loft, Berlin,
Germany

1999 Tan Ping Works Exhibition, Red Gate Gallery,
Beijing, China

1995 Tan Ping Works Exhibition, Red Gate Gallery,
Beijing, China

1994 Tan Ping Works Exhibition, Gallery Christof Weber,
Berlin, Germany

1994 Beijing — Berlin: Tan Ping Prints Exhibition,
Museum of Contemporary Art, Beijing, China

1992 Calling from the Distance: Tan Ping Works
Exhibition, Gallery Germering, Munich, Germany

1991 Tan Ping Prints Exhibition, Gallery Moench, Berlin,

Germany

Group Exhibitions

2026 Boundless ¢ Sino-German Contemporary Art
Exhibition, Can Art, Beijing, China

Quzhou Meishuguan, Quzhou, China
Trance-Hand: The Substance and Void of Abstrac
Paiinting, Soul Art Center, Beijing, China
Primordial Expression, WhiteBox Art Center,
Beijing, China

Abstraction is Attitude: Season 2- A Survey of
Non-Figurative Art in China, Chun Art Museum,
Shanghai, China

10" Anniversary Special Invitation Exhibition of
Epoch Art Museum, Epoch Art Museum, Wenzhou,
China

Beijing Abstract: Spring Festival Art Exhibition,
Markdr C.A.V., Beijing, China

Cao Li, Chen Wenji, Ma Lu, Tan Ping, Can Gallery,
Beijing, China

Collections and Research Series of Huamao
Museum of Art Education: The Evolution of
Concept, Huamao Museum of Art Education,
Ningbo, China

Chinese Expressionism, Lidu International Art
Center, Beijing, China

Paper +10: The Invitational Exhibition of
Contemporary Chinese Artists’ Works on Paper,
Fangyuan Art Space, Beijing, China

Returning to Void and Dimension: The 6th
Documentary Exhibition of Fine Art, Hubei Art
Museum, Wuhan, China

2x_—, Haishang ART, Nanjing, China

Painting Exchange Image: Contemporary Abstract
Art Exhibition,2023 Parallel Exhibition of Chengdu
Biennale, Gang Art Museum, Chengdu, China
Oxes: Teng Fei, Tanping, Boxes Art Museum,
Foshan, China

Greater Than Abstraction, Bund Art Center,
Shanghai, China
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Jupiter Museum of Art, Shenzhen, China
Crossover: Expressive and Abstract Art Research
Exhibition, KWM Art Center, Beijing, China

Blue Prologue, LAN Gallery, Shenzhen, China
Space: China, Japan and Korea Art Exhibition,
Epoch Art Museum, Wenzhou, China

Flowing Emotions, K-Gallery, Chengdu, China
Tan Ping: The Meaning of Printmaking-Mapping
Printmaking Series Walking by Three Exhibition of
Famous Printmaking Artists, China Engraving Art
Museum, Shenzhen, China

Eingedunkelt: Karl Horst Hodicke & Tan Ping, Leo
Gallery, Shanghai, China

Painting and Existence: Chinese, Japanese and
Korean Abstract Painting Travelling Exhibition,
Tang Contemporary Art, Beijing, China

Colour Memories, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing, China
Ways of Working: Artists’ Time, Space and Body,
One Art Museum, Beijing, China

Luohu Art Museum, Shenzhen, China

Summer Exhibition 2020, PIFO Gallery, Beijing,
China

Beijing Abstract, XY Gallery, Guangzhou /
Yingspace, Beijing, China

Platform China’s 15" Anniversary Special
Exhibition, Platform China, Beijing, China
Abstraction 2020 / Part 1: Cold & Hot, Yibo
Gallery, Shanghai, China

The Perspective of Time and Space: Abstract Art
Practice of Tan Ping, Ma Shuqing, Feng Lianghong,
bao Bei, LAN Gallery, Shenzhen, China

The Gaze of History: Contemporary Chinese Art
Revisited, Jupiter Museum of Art, Shenzhen, China
Abstract Art 12, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China

The Latent Paradigm: Research 2019 on the Status
and Ecology of Chinese Contemporary art, Today
Art Museum, Beijing, China

Invitation Exhibition, The Weihai International
Exhibition Center, Weihai, China

Focus Gather, Yuchen Art Gallery, Yantai, China
Painting and Existence: Chinese Japanese and
Korean Abstract Painting Travelling Exhibition,
Tang Contemporary Art, Hong Kong, China

Small is Beautiful-8, Leo Gallery, Shanghai, China
Abstract Art 11: Abstraction as Painterly Rhetoric.
A Case Study Between Germany and China, PIFO
Gallery, Beijing, China

Beyond Every Mountain is Another Mountain: A
Meeting of Contemporary Art from China and
Switzerland, Helmhaus Museum, Zurich,
Switzerland

Oriental Abstraction VS Western Figuration: A
Dialogue between Tan Ping and Luciano Castelli,
SPSI Art Museum of Shanghai, Shanghai, China
The Research Exhibition of Abstract Art in China,
Today Art Museum, Beijing, China

Since the Abstract: The Tour Research Exhibition of
Abstract Art in China, Minsheng Art Museum,
Shanghai, China
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Poetic Community, The Art Space of the
Comprehensive Cultural Platform in the Bonded

Area, Xiamen, China . .
Poétique: The 9th Annual Exhibition of Abstract Art, Public Collections
PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China

Return: Poetic Dwelling in Contemporary Art, USA Portland Art Museum, Portland
PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China Germany Ludwig Museum, Aachen
2015 Inward: The Eighth Exhibition of Chinese Abstract China  National Art Museum of China, Beijing
Art, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China Long Museum, Shanghai
Oriental Abstraction VS Western Figuration: A Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai
Dialogue between Tan Ping and Luciano Castelli, Shenzhen Art Museum, Shenzhen
National Art Museum of China, Beijing, China Today Art Museum, Beijing
2014 In the Absence of Avant - Garde Reading, 798 Art Qingdao Art Museum, Qingdao
Factory, Beijing, China Artron Art Museum, Beijing
Forms of the Formless: Exhibition of Chinese Denmark Museum for Modern Visual arts, Kolding

Abstract Art, art-st-urban, Luzern, Switzerland

2013 ChiFra Art Exhibition, Champs Elysees, Paris,
France

2012 The Unseen: Guangzhou Triennial, Guangdong
Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China

2011 The Will of China: Chinese Art Invitation Exhibition,
MoCA Beijing, Beijing, China
Tao of Nature: Chinese Abstract Art Exhibition,
MoCA Shanghai, Shanghai, China

2010 The Great Celestial Abstract: Chinese Abstract Art
in 21st Century, National Art Museum of China,
Beijing, China

2008 Grinding the Stone: China - Sweden Artists Joint
Exhibition, National Art Museum of China, Beijing,
China
China - Sweden Artists Joint Exhibition, Museum
of Far Eastern, Antiquities, Stockholm, Sweden
Yipai: 30 Years of Chinese Abstract Art, Caixa
Forum, Madrid, Spain
Dialogue: China - Germany Artists Dual Exhibition,
Alexander Ochs Gallery, Berlin, Germany

2007 Friends: China - Denmark Artists Joint Exhibition,
Susanne Ottesen Gallery, Copenhagen, Denmark
China - Germany Artists Joint Exhibition, Schreier
Von Metternich Gallery, Dusseldorf, Germany
The Works of Artists, Marianne Newman Gallery,
Melbourne, Australia

2006 Ruins - Tan Ping and Zhu Jin Shi Works Exhibition,
Today Art Museum, Beijing, China

2004 The Works of Artists, Square Studio, Beijing, China

2002 Eight Artists' Printmaking, Red Gate Gallery,
Beijing, China

2000 Square Studio Works Exhibition, Konrad Adenauer
Foundation, Bonn, Germany

1999 Square Studio Works Exhibition, Shanghai Art
Museum, Shanghai, China

1998 Chinese Printmaking Exhibition, International Art
Palace, Beijing, China

1995 China - Austria Artists Joint Exhibition, Meridian
Gallery, Melbourne, Australia

1988 Chinese Artists Works Exhibition, European &
Asian Cultural and Art Centre, Paris, France
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