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WANG Chuan

Chinese, b.1953, in Chengdu. Graduated from the Traditional
Chinese Painting of Sichuan Fine Arts Institute in 1982. He
lives and works in Beijing.

Wang Chuan is a key figure in the Scar Painting movement.

He began his early career as a successful realist painter and
turned to abstract painting during the 1985 New Wave period.
In the late 1990s, sudden iliness brought Wang Chuan to a
turning point that helped transform his practice. Painting
became a personalized spiritual practice. The energy at work
in his more recent work arises from contrasts of scale, density,
line and surface. This introspective and self-reflective way of
working has enabled Wang Chuan to achieve insights,
especially through the contemplation of oriental philosophy,
which cannot be obtained from art history alone. The formal
resources of his work are both rich and complex. There is the
line as inherited from traditional Chinese art but transferred
into oil on canvas; there is graffiti; doodling; drawing in paint;
and there are elements of both abstraction and figuration. It
is as if Wang Chuan is suspicious of the purity of abstraction
and he is equally suspicious of the power of figuration. With
many solo exhibitions, not only in mainland China but also in
the USA, Germany and Taiwan, Wang Chuan’s work has been
the subject of discussion in many books by some of the most
prominent scholars of Chinese painting, including Gao Minglu,
Li Xianting, Wu Hung, Lv Peng and Pan Gongkai, as well as by
Western critics such as Robert Morgan. His work can be found
in many collections, including the British Museum, Minsheng
Art Museum, the Art Museum of Hong Kong and the Long
Museum in Shanghai.

Solo Exhibitions

2022 Wang Chuan: Circumference, Pingshan Art Museum,
Shenzhen, China

2018 Wang Chuan Solo Exhibition: Unlimited, A Thousand
Plateaus Art Space, Chengdu, China
Box: Exhibition of Wang Chuan’s New Works, X
Gallery, Beijing, China

2017 Wang Chuan: Forms of Line, Galerie Du Monde, Hong
Kong, China

2016 Wang Chuan Solo Exhibition Il — Significant Forms,
Linbart Gallery, Shanghai, China
Wang Chuan Solo Exhibition | — The Survivor, Linbart
Gallery, Shanghai, China
Ink — Well: Wang Chuan’s Chinese Ink Paintings 1985
to 2016, Lelege Art, Beijing, China

2015 Always Going Home: The Recent Paintings of Wang
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Chuan, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China
Early Works by Wang Chuan, Alisan Fine Arts, Hong
Kong, China

2014 Wang Chuan: Grid, Pin Art, Beijing, China

2013 Locus: Wang Chuan Solo Exhibition, A Thousand
Plateaus Art Space, Chengdu, China

2012 Wang Chuan’s Ink Painting, Galerie 99, Aschaffenburg,
Germany
The Elements of Chinese Ink Art: Wang Chuan Solo
Exhibition, Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai,
China

2011 Ink on Paper by Wang Chuan 1984 — 2011, 1001
Gallery, Shenzhen, China

2010 Completion stage: Wang Chuan Ink on Paper, Babu
Gallery, Shenzhen, China
Aloof from the Struggle & Aside from the Hubbub:
Wang Chuan’s Work, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China

2007 My Landscape, the Courtyard Gallery, Beijing, China

2006 Waking of Graffiti: Wang Chuan’s Recent Oil Painting,
OCT Contemporary Art Terminal, Shenzhen, China
Chinese Abstract Oil Painting: Wang Chuan, Zhu
Qizhan Museum of Art, Shanghai, China

2001 Trace of Life: A Retrospective Exhibition of Wang
Chuan, He Xiangning Museum of Art, Shenzhen,
China

2000 Diary of a Reflective Life: Wang Chuan’s Ink Paintings,
Hanart T Z Gallery, Hong Kong, China

1999 Wang Chuan’s Ink Paintings, Alisan Fine Arts , Hong
Kong, China
Wang Chuan’s Ink Paintings, Shenzhen Fine Art
Institute, Shenzhen, China

1998 Wang Chuan’s Ink Paintings, Gallery 456 Soho, New
York, USA

1990 Wang Chuan’s Ink Paintings, Hanart T Z Gallery, New
York, USA
The Life Index, Hanart T Z Gallery, Hong Kong/Taiwan,
China
Blackness: Wang Chuan’s Solo Exhibition, Shenzhen
Museum, Shenzhen, China

1988 Wang Chuan’s Ink Paintings, China Museum of Art,
Beijing, China

Group Exhibitions

2023 Tomorrow Art Center, Chengdu, China
Time Gravity: 2023 Chengdu Biennale, Chengdu Art
Museum, Tianfu Art Park, Chengdu, China
The Beginning Of Spring, Ying Space, Beijing, China
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2020
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The Trace and Evolution of Contemporary Ink Painting
in Guangdong, Luohu Art Museum, Shenzhen, China
The Axis: The Revolution of Chinese Paintings Since
2000, Shanxi Contemporary Art Museum, Taiyuan,
China

The Opening Exhibition of KCCA, KCCA, Shenzhen,
China

Listing, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China

Chinese Contemporary Art Invitational Exhibition,
Songzhuang Art Museum, Beijing, China

Revolve, Ferris Gallery, Shenzhen, Chiina

Spring Discovery 2021: On Paper, A Thousand
Plateaus Art Space, Chengdu, China

Ink Painting on Going: 2000-2019, Guangdong
Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China

Walking with History: Exhibition for the 80t
Anniversary of the Building of SCFAI, Art Museum of
Sichuan Fine Arts Institute, Chongqing, China
Summer Exhibition 2020, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China
The Gaze of History — Contemporary Chinese Art
Revisited, Jupiter Art Museum, Shenzhen, China
Freeland Around the Second Line: Shenzhen
Contemporary Art in 2019, Hive Center for
Contemporary Art, Shenzhen, China

Resonating With The Times: Sichuan Oil Painting
Invitational Exhibition, Chengdu Museum, Chengdu,
China

Spearhead. New Abstract of Ink Painting: Invitational
Exhibition of Contemporary Chinese Ink Wash,
Shanghai Mingyuan Art Museum, Shanghai, China
New Ink Art in China 1978-2018, Beijing Minsheng Art
Museum, Beijing, China

Ink Worlds: Contemporary Chinese Painting from the
Collection of Akiko Yamazaki and Jerry Yang, The
Museum of Fine Arts, Stanford, Palo Alto, USA
Tradition and Change: Dialogue in the Process of Ink
Painting, Zhu Qizhan Art Museum, Shanghai, China
Abstract Art 11 — Abstraction As Painterly Rhetoric. A
Case Study Between Germany and China, PIFO Gallery,
Beijing, China

Group Exhibition in Summer: Common Objects,
Platform China, Beijing, China

A State of Mind: Shang Yang, Wang Chuan, Yan
Shanchun, Chambers Fine Art, Beijing, China

The Polars: New Ink Wash Painting Series Exhibition,
Autumn Water Space, Hong Kong, China

Exhibition for the Tenth Anniversary, A Thousand
Plateaus Art Space, Chengdu, China

Bent and Straight: The logic of Abstract, Hi Art Center,
Beijing, China

Boundless: Ongoing-Chinese Ink Art 2017, Art
Museum of Sichuan Fine Arts Institute, Chongqing,
China

Spring X Discovery, A Thousand Plateaus Art Space,
Chengdu, China

Decade: Abstract Art 10, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China
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2016

2015

2014

2013

2012-2013

2012

Since the Abstract: The Tour Research Exhibition of
Abstract Art in China, Minsheng Art Museum,
Shanghai, China

About Painting Too, OCAT, Xi’an, China

Retrace of the world, Renke Gallery, Hangzhou, China
Abstract China 2016, Mingyuan Art Museum,
Shanghai, China

Annual Review Exhibition of China Contemporary Ink
Painting 2015-2016, Today Art Museum, Beijing,
China

Poetic Community, The Art Space of the
Comprehensive Cultural Platform in the Bonded Area,
Xiamen, China

Poétique —Abstract Art 9, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China
Survey of Chinese Line—School, Epoch Art Museum,
Wenzhou, China

The Research Exhibition of Abstract Art in China,
Today Art Museum, Beijing, China

Inward — Abstract Art 8, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China
Post-Calligraphy in Chinese Contemporary Art,
Kunstraum Villa Friede, Bonn, Germany

Off the Beaten Track: Revisit Four Individual Cases of
1990s, Thousand Plateaus Space, Chengdu, China
Living in Chengdu, Chengdu Art Museum, Chengdu,
China

Living in Chengdu, Kuandu Museum of Fine Art, Taipei,
China

COSMOS: Opening Exhibition of Shanghai 21 Century
Minsheng Art Museum, Shanghai, China

“Original Home” An Exhibition of Contemporary Art,
Jiapingwa Cultural Museum of Art, Xi’An, China
Abstract Art 7, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China

Changing — Abstracts in China, Lelege Art Gallery,
Beijing, China

Hanart TZ Gallery 30 years, Hanart TZ Gallery, Hong
Kong, China

Opening Exhibition of Long Museum West Bund,
Shanghai, China

Mind and Hand in Accord: Abstract Art 6, PIFO Gallery,
Beijing, China

The Parallel show of the 55 Venice Biennale, Venice,
Italy

RE-INK Contemporary Ink and Wash Painting,
Hubei Museum of Art, Wuhan; Today Art Museum,
Beijing, China

Undoing Shuimo, International Contemporary Shuimo
Invitational Exhibition, DuoLun Museum of Modern
Art, Shanghai, China

Chinese Contemporary Ink Painting Art Exhibition,
Kunsthaus, Hamburg

Attitude About Abstract Art, Shanghai Suzhou River
Art Center, Shanghai, China

At Rest: Abstract Art 5, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China
Self-essence Naturalism, Today Art Museum, Beijing,
China

Disenchantment of Chinese Imagination: Chines
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2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

Contemporary Art Exhibition, 4" Guangzhou Triennial,
Guangdong Art Museum, Guangzhou, China

| Believe That: Chinese Contemporary Art in
Songzhuang, Songzhuang Art Center, Beijing, China
Visible Soul: Abstract Art 4, PIFO Gallery, Beijing,
China
Not Absence from Attendance, Chengdu Wenxuan Art
Museum, Chengdu, China
Reconstructed: Exhibition of Chinese Contemporary
Abstract art, Today Art Museum, Beijing / Hangzhou
Art Museum, Hangzhou, China
Open Flexibility: Innovative Contemporary Ink Art,
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, China
Array with No Objects: Academic Invited Exhibition of
Contemporary Abstract Art in 2010, Hubei Museum of
art, Wuhan, China

Thirty Years of Chinese Contemporary Art
(1979-2009), Minsheng Art Museum, Shanghai, China
Exhibition of Chinese Abstract Art: Return to the
Modern, Hangzhou Museum of Arts, Hangzhou, China
Space for Perspective, Chang Art, Beijing, China
Where the Spirit Lives: Exhibition on Occasion of 100
years of Abstraction, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China

Open Flexibility: Innovative Contemporary Ink Art,
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, China
In Other Words, Hanart HZ Gallery, Hong Kong, China
Yi Pai: Century Thinking, Today Art Museum, Beijing,
China
Qi Yun: International Exhibition of Chinese Abstract
Art, China Square, New York, USA

Towards the Post-abstract, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China
Case Studies of Artists in Art History and Art Criticism,
SZ Art Center, Beijing, China

Yi School-30 Years of Chinese Abstract Art, La Caixa
Forum Museum of Art, Parma/Barcelona/Madrid
From Southwest: Contemporary Art from Southwest of
China, Guangdong Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China
Lines: Chinese Abstract Art, Greek Art Center,
Shanghai, China
Ink had Five Colors, PIFO Gallery, Beijing, China

QI YUN: International Travelling Exhibition of Chinese
Abstract Art, OCT Contemporary Art Terminal,
Shenzhen / Beijing Art Now Gallery, Beijing/ Hanart
TZ Gallery, Hong Kong, China; China Square, New York
The Exhibition of Chinese Painting Documentaries,
Nanjing Visual Art Museum, Nanjing, China

Wang Chuan & Yan Shanchun, Hanart T Z Gallery,
Hong Kong, China

Create History: Commemoration Exhibition of Chinese
Modern Art in 1980s, OCT Contemporary Art Terminal,
Shenzhen, China
Retrospection of Experimental Ink & Wash
1985—2000, Shenzhen Fine Art Institute, Shenzhen,
China
Korean—Chinese Contemporary Ink Painting, Seoul
Museum of Art, Seoul, Korea
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2004

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998

1997

1996

1994

1993

1989

1988

1986
1983

1981

1980

The Art of Giving: A Selection of Donations to the
Hong Kong Museum of Art, Hong Kong Museum of
Art, Hong Kong, China

The 4th International Ink Painting Biennial of
Shenzhen, Guan Shanyue Museum of Art, Shenzhen,
China

Review Today's Works of 77', 78', Art Museum of
Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts, Chongging, China
Urban Slang: Chinese Contemporary Art of Zhujiang
Delta, He Xiangning Art Museum, Shenzhen, China
The 2nd International Ink Painting Biennial of
Shenzhen, Guan Shanyue Museum of Art, Shenzhen,
China

China: 20 Years of Ink Experiment, Guangdong
Museum of Art, Guangzhou, China

New Paintings of China, Jiangsu Art Museum,
Nanjing/Liu Haisu Art Museum, Shanghai, China

The Gusto of Ink & Wash, German Herrenhof
Mussbach Art Museum, Germany

Exhibition of the Two Artists, Goldstrom Gallery, New
York, USA

Looking Eastern: Three Artists, Goldstrom Gallery,
New York, USA

The 1st International Ink Painting Biennial of
Shenzhen, Guan Shanyue Museum of Art, Shenzhen,
China

Chinese Abstraction and Beyond, Alisan Fine Arts,
Hong Kong, China

Exhibition of Chinese Art-Chinese Ink, Shanghai Library,
Shanghai, China

Returning to Homeland, Gallery on the RIM, San
Francisco, USA

Wonders of Chinese Abstraction, Alisan Fine Arts,
Hong Kong, China

New Art from China: Post-1989, Hong Kong Arts
Center, Hong Kong, China

Chinese Fine Arts in 1990s, Sichuan Museum of Art,
Chengdu, China

New Abstraction of China, Hanart TZ Gallery, Hong
Kong, China

China Avant-Garde, National Art Museum of China,
Beijing, China

Aspetti Della Pittura Chinese Contemporanea, Ferrara
Arts Museum, Italy/Hanart TZ gallery, Hong
Kong/Taipei, China

Words, Words, Words, Hanart T Z Gallery, Hong
Kong/Taipei, China

Ink of Myth, Hanart Gallery, Hong Kong/Taipei, China
New Wave in Art Seminar, Guangzhou, China
Sichuan QOil Paintings Exhibition, Hong Kong Art Centre,
Hong Kong, China

National Rail Art Exhibition, National Art Museum of
China, Beijing, China

Sichuan Fine Arts Academy Exhibition, National Art
Museum of China, Beijing, China

Youth Artists Exhibition of Sichuan Province and Whole
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Nation, National Art Museum of China, Beijing, China

Public Collections

UK British Museum, London

China Art Museum of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
Minsheng Art Museum, Shanghai
Zhu Qizhan Art Museum, Shanghai
Long Museum, Shanghai
Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai
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